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SUB J : MINISTER FALLS FROM POWER AND GRACE 

REF: LIBREVILLE 1867 

1. COMMUNIQUE ISSUED FOLLOWING PRESIDENT BONGO'S MEETING 
WITH COUNCIL OF MINISTERS DECEMBER 17 STATES THAT MEMBER 
OF GOVERNMENT, REFERRED TO AS "X", WOULD BE CHARGED 
WITH (A) SPREADING FALSE INFORMATION, AND (B) ABUSING 
NAME OF PRESIDENT. COMMUNIQUE POINTED OUT THAT APPLICABLE 
LAW IN THIS CASE CARRIED PENALTIES OF UP TO TEN YEARS 
IMPRISONMENT FOR EACH OFFENSE. 

2. FRENCH DIPLOMAT TOLD EMBOFF THAT "SOURCES CLOSE TO 
BONGO' 1 IDENTIFY MR. "X" AS MINISTER OF STATE FOR ECONOMY 
AND FINANCE PAUL MOUKAMBI. MOUKAMBI, WHO HAD BEEN 
MINISTER FOR ECONOMY AND FINANCE SINCE SEPTEMBER 1972, 
MOVED TO CURRENT POST AND FIFTH POSITION IN GOG THIS 
NOVEMBER IN WHAT APPEARED AT THE TIME TO BE GENUINE 
PROMOTION AIMED AT GIVING HIM BROADER CONTROL OVER 
NATIONAL FINANCES AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION. 

3. IF FRENCH EMBASSY SOURCES ARE CORRECT, MOUKAMBI 
MAY IN FACT HAVE BEEN MOVED UP AND OUT. REASON FOR HIS 
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DURING LONG TENURE AS FINANCE MINISTER AND CHANNELED 
TOO MUCH MONEY FROM GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS AND CONTRACTS 
INTO OWN POCKET - PRESUMABLY WITHOUT APPROPRIATE SHARE 
FOR BONGO AND OTHERS. 

4. NOT CLEAR AT THIS POINT WHETHER BONGO INTENDS TO 
CARRY THROUGH BY MAKING "X'S" IDENTY PUBLIC AND 
PERHAPS EVENTUALLY PROSECUTING HIM. IF MOUKAMBI IS IN 
FACT HIS TARGET, CHARGES COULD BE SIMPLY ONE METHOD OF 
DISCREDITING HIM TO PREPARE WAY FOR DISMISSAL OR 
RESIGNATION. 

5. COMMENT: THIS INFORMATION FITS IN WITH INDICATIONS 
THAT MOUKAMBI HAS HAD LITTLE TO DO SINCE PROMOTION TO 
MINISTER OF STATE, AND WITH RUMOR OF SERIOUS ARGUMENT 
BETWEEN BONGO AND MOUKAMBI JUST PRIOR LATTER'S "PROMOTION" 
NOVEMBER 8TH. THUS, MOUKAMBI MAY WELL BE THE UNFORTUNATE 
MR. "X" WHO HAS FALLEN FROM BONGO'S GOOD GRACES. STEIGMAN 
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